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CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 



UNDER 37 C.F.R.§ 1.8 

I hereby certify that this 
correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service 
as First Class Mail, postage prepaid, 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.8 on the date 
indicated below and is addressed to 
Assistant Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 




arron M. Hobson 
Date of Deposit 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Please find, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1. 98(a)(1), the enclosed Form PTO- 1449 which contains 
a list of all patents, publications, or other items that have come to the attention of one or more of the 
individuals designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). Applicant respectfully submits that this Information 
Disclosure Statement is filed pursuant to: 

X 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (b)(1) or (3), within three months of the filing date of the 
application, or before a first office action on the merits, whichever occurs last; 

37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (c), after a first office action on the merits, but before a Final Office 
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Action or a Notice of Allowance, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied by either 1 ) a statement 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), or 2) the fee set forth in§1.17(p); or 

37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 (d), after a Final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, whichever 

occurs first, but on or before payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by both 1) a statement 
in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), and 2) the fee set forth in§1.17(p). 

While no representation is made that any of these references may be "prior art" within the 
meaning of that term in accordance with 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103, the enclosed list of references is 
disclosed so as to comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

Moreover, while no representation is made that a specific search of office files or patent 
office records has been conducted or that no better art exists, the undersigned attorney of record 
believes that the references listed, together with any other references which may have been 
previously submitted or listed, are the closest to the claimed invention (taken in its entirety) of which 
the undersigned is presently aware, and no art which is closer to the claimed invention (taken in its 
entirety) has been knowingly withheld. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, a copy of each listed reference (or relevant 
portion thereof) which was not previously submitted to, or cited by, the Patent Office is also 
enclosed. 

For all listed references that are not either in the English language, or accompanied by a 
translation into English, a concise explanation of relevance as required under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(a)(3) 
is enclosed attached to each. 

The following listed references were previously submitted to, or cited by the Patent Office: 



0 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Page 3 



4,531,774 


Jul. 30, 1985 


Whatley 


4,809,897 


Mar. 7, 1989 


Wright, Jr. 


4,936,624 


Jun. 26, 1990 


West 


4,967,944 


Nov. 6, 1990 


Waters 


5,484,092 


Jan. 16, 1996 


Cheney 


5,299,722 


04-94 


Cheney 


5,924,616 


07-99 


Shives 


5,439,150 


08-95 


Trahms 


5,598,961 


02-97 


Sills 


5,601,206 


02-97 


Haas, et al. 


5,875,948 


03-99 


Sadler 


5,080,250 


01-92 


Dickinson, et al. 


5,439,151 


08-95 


Clayton 



DATED this 29th day of October. 2001 . 

Respectfully submitted, 

.^^<j3rron M. Hobson 
y^y^ Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 4 1 ,073 

THORPE, NORTH & WESTERN, L.L.P. 

P.O. Box 1219 

Sandy, Utah 84091-1219 

Telephone (801) 566-6633 
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